[Primary cultures of epithelial cells and long-term cultures of fibroblasts from the human umbilical cord: ultrastructural and immunocytochemical characterization].
Repeated trypsinization of the full term human umbilical cord epithelium allows an homogeneous and exclusively epithelial primary culture, without fibroblastic growth. Transmission electron microscopy observations of desmosomes, cytokeratin intermediate filaments as revealed by indirect immunofluorescence and cultural aspects confirm the epithelial nature of this primary culture. Fibroblasts obtained by an explants culture method exhibit neither desmosomes nor cytokeratin intermediate filaments, which are epithelial markers. They yield characteristic long term cultures of fibroblastic aspect and growth.